
Supporting Undocumented 
Students: Sharing Best Practices 

and Building Networks
Dr. Mariela Nuñez-Janes, Associate Professor, Anthropology

Dr. Mayra Olivares-Urueta, Vice President, Student Development 
Services



Context

• Executive Orders

• TX SB 4

• Termination of DACA

• “…young Latinx learners are 
facing a particular kind of 
systemic violence that often flies 
under the radar. It does not raise 
a rifle or a voice. It inscribes a 
sense of despondency and 
wields it like a weapon.”-Carlos 
Martínez-Cano

http://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2018/02/12/when-participants-anticipate-violence/


Acompañamiento (Accompaniment) with 
Undocumented and Immigrant Students at UNT and 
Beyond
• Campus Advocacy:

• Educating administrators and the campus community about undocumented 
students and supporting student-led efforts.

• Community Outreach and Activism:
• Collaborating with local organizations in KYRs, educating the educators, and 

participating in workshops for youth

• Leading a local effort to join the lawsuit against SB4

https://culanth.org/fieldsights/1290-creating-sanctuary-practices-of-acompanamiento


Outcomes

• FAQs for undocumented students

• Brief, university statements, resources for DACA students

• DACA renewal workshop

• Outreach

https://www.unt.edu/daca






Tarrant County College 





Students Take Action

http://collegian.tccd.edu/?p=33847


Board Comment, September 2017 

“I’ve heard numerous times from employees on there being little to no support for DREAMers on their 
respective campuses,” Perez said.

The programs offered at TCC for DREAMers have been led by outside organizations mainly using TCC facilities, 
Perez said.

“In fact, there have been times that employees have tried to host or develop programming for DREAMers and 
requested data, not private information but data only,” he said, “and the response was, ‘We want to remind 
you that TCC does not want to be viewed by the community as a sanctuary campus.’”

A 2015 report from the Texas Tribune and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board said TCC had the 
third-highest enrollment of undocumented students in the state of Texas who pay in-state tuition.

According to Perez, TCC employees have attempted to host events through TCC, and they received either 
pushback or no support.

“How can we meet the community where they are at, be a student-ready college and function as one college 
to provide a consistent and successful student experience if we cannot even have a discussion on this topic to 
move forward?” Perez said.

Policy does not allow the board to respond to public speakers, board president Louise Appleman said.

http://collegian.tccd.edu/?p=34108


What had happened at this point

• TACHE DACA Night

• Event at Northwest Campus
• Representatives from Latin American Embassies

• Proyecto Inmigrante

• TACHE TCC DACA Resource Guide

• Trinity River Campus email to employees 

• Events on campuses around voting, DACA, and what can be done



Northeast Campus

• Explanation of lack of Comments

• Empowerment to Act 

• Police
• SB4

• Immigration questioning



Outcomes

A Message from the Chancellor

Association of Community College Trustees Statement on the Termination of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Program 

David Conner | dconner@acct.org

Tuesday, September 5, 2017

Today, the Trump Administration announced the rescission of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, providing a six-month window 
to begin winding down the program for the nearly 800,000 affected recipients. The program was instituted by the Obama Administration in 2012. 

Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) President and CEO J. Noah Brown offered the following statement in response.

"DACA is of great importance to thousands of community college students throughout this country, and we are dismayed regarding the decision to 
terminate this program. Community colleges are open-access institutions whose mission is to educate and empower students to achieve their academic 
and career goals. DACA is an important asset that facilitates this mission, providing stability and economic opportunity. Terminating DACA undercuts our 
efforts to serve this population by creating additional barriers to postsecondary access, including the ability for some students to receive in-state tuition. 
It would also prevent those students in whom we've invested from obtaining legal work in this country. These students were brought to the United States 
at young ages, and none of them willfully violated the law in order to immigrate to this country. To revoke educational and other life opportunities for 
reasons beyond their control is undeserved. 

"We call on Congress to act quickly to remedy this situation for those individuals profoundly affected by this action." 

J. Noah Brown
ACCT President & CEO 

The Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) is a non-profit educational organization of governing boards, representing more than 6,500 
elected and appointed trustees who govern over 1,200 community, technical, and junior colleges in the United States and beyond. ACCT educates 
community and technical college trustees through annual conferences focused on leadership development and advocacy. 

mailto:dconner@acct.org


Outcomes Continued

Fundamental to TCC's mission is our belief that diversity and inclusion are 
necessary ingredients in providing the most stimulating learning and working 
environment possible. 

Our commitment to creating and sustaining a safe, respectful, welcoming 
and equitable environment for all students and employees has always been 
and remains unwavering. 

We also are committed to providing resources that not only enrich our 
students' academic experiences, but also support their emotional and social 
development. You also may wish to check with the Student Development 
Services office on your campus should you have a question about resources 
available to help you with any concern you may have. 

Best wishes for every success this semester and beyond.

https://www.tccd.edu/about/administration/chancellor/#resources


Outcomes Continued 

• Not centralized

• Efforts happening ad hoc on each campus



Building a Network

• Ready to act and coordinate efforts? Add your name and contact 
information. We will contact you to build a network to share 
information, address challenges, and work together to support 
undocumented and immigrant students in our campuses 
http://bit.ly/2EulKgA

http://bit.ly/2EulKgA

